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THE 
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON, 
Oe. 


DAN, li. 3. 
And they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the ſirma- 


ment, and they that turn many to righteouſneſs as the ſtars tor 
ever and ever, 


VV ITH regard to the author or penman of this 
facrcd book, he appears to have been a man pecu- 
liarly favoured of God; and is therein called“ a 
man greatly beloved.” Another David, a man 
after God's own heart ;*” or perhaps, he might 
he more Ju/t/y compared to the apoſtle St. John, 
who was favoured with that endearing title, The 
Diſciple whom Jeſus loved,” However, Daniel 
might very properly unite with David in his pa- 
thetic lamentation, when he cried out, „ Woe is 
me that I am conſtrained to dwell with Meſcch, 
and to have my habitation among the tents of Ke— 
der!“ For Daniel's lot was caſt at that awful pe- 
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riod, when the peculiar people of God had fo far 
filled up the meaſure of their iniquity, that they 
were carried captive into a ſtrange land; ſo that 
to his unſpeakable ſorrow, he dwelt among a 
people who were ſtrangers to the worſhip of the 
only true God, being groſs idolaters. But the 
Lord was prefent with this his faithful ſervant, 
and not only ſupported him under his many and 
diſtreſſing trials, but alſo gave him uncommon 
favour in the fight of the king himſelf, and he was 
advanced to a very high poſt in the government 
of that kingdom; and what was of far higher im- 
portauce, he was favoured with many extraordi- 
nary viſions; in which the Lord revealed to him 
the various revolutions which would take place in 
his government of the world from one generation 
to another, even till time itſelf ſhall be no more: 
For in the ſeventh chapter of this prophecy, he 
gives us a particular account of the laſt and gene- 
ral judgment, which was reprefented to him in a 
viſion; and in the chapter before us, he ſpeaks of 
the reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt and 
the unjuſt; and informs us, that the one ſhall be 
bleſt with everlaſting life and the other ſhall be con- 
demned to ſhame and everlaſting contempt : And 
in the words of the text informs us, that they who 
are wiſe enough to know their own higheſt and 
beſt intercſts, while in this world, thall ſhine in 
the next, as the brightneſs of the firmament, and 

they 
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they who have been the happy inſtruments of 


turning many to rightcouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever 
and ever, | | 


In theſe words Daniel ſpeaks of two diſtin& 
characters, they that be wile, and they who turn 
many to righteouſneſs, and yet theſe two, diſtinct 
as they are, frequently meet in the ſame perſon, 


2 and certainly do unite iu every faithful miniſter 
"4 of Chriſt, 


In diſcourſing upon the words, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to dwell a little upon theſe two characters, 
1. They that be wiſe.— 2. They who turn many. 
to righteouſneſs. 


Then ſecondly, the reward which awaiis each 
of theſe, when they have finiſhed their work upon 
earth ; the one ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament, the other as the ſtars for ever and 
ever. 


. But while I am treating this ſubje&, it will be 
= expected that I ſhould ſay ſomethingreſpeCting the 
Y Lord's dealings with our highly eſteemed friend 
> and brother, whom he hath lately called away 
| from amongſt us. Here I would obſerve, that 
funeral ſermons are not intended for the . benefit 
2 of the dead ; their final ſtate is already fixed, but 
Fo | for 
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for the edification of the living ; I ſhall therefore 
ſay no more concerning him than what by the 
bleſſing of God may have this tendency, and 
Mall reſerve the principle part of what have to 
ſay upon this head, to the concluſion of my diſ- 
Couric. 


Fir/t, let us conſider the two characters men— 
tioned in the text, They that be wiſe, and they 
who turn many to righteouſacls. And 1. They 
that be wiſe. Here it will be needful to aik 
wherein docs true wiſdom confiit ? The Pſalmiſt 
tells us, that the fear of the Lord is not only the 
beginning of wiſdom but alſo the end of it, as he 
adds, a good underſtanding have all they who do 
hereafter, the praiſe thereof endureth for ever. 
And it is certain, that when the fear of the Lord is 
deeply rooted in, and properly influences the 
mind, fuch a perſon will acquire that wiſdom and 
knowledge, which will be attended with the hap- 
pieſt conſequences both with reſpect to time and 
eternity. But as this is a matter of infinite import- 
ance to every one of us, it certainly deſerves our 
moſt ſerious conſideration. O that the glorious 
Author and Giver of all true wiſdom may aſſiſt in 
our prefent undertaking ! And in order to ſet this 
important point in as clear a light as I can, per- 
mit me to obſerve, We all profeſs to helieve that 
there is a God, the univerſal Parent of man- 

kind 
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kind, and that as he is infinitely powerful, ſo he 
is infinitely wiſe, and that in infinite wiſdom and 
love, he hath revealed his will unto us in his holy 
word, in the cleareſt and fulleſt manner; ſo far 
as it is neceſſary for us to underſtand, believe, and 
experience it, in order to our eternal happineſs: 
If this is granted, then it muſt be our higheſt wiſ- 
dom, fully to underſtand, and heartily to comply 
wih the wiſe and gracious deſigns of God, as he 
hath made them known: to us in his word. It 
will, Ipreſume, be readily allowed by all mankind; 
that to underſtand our own higheſt and beſt inte- 
reſts, and ſteadily and earneſtly to purſue them, 
will be our hzghe/t witdom ; and what theſe are; 
God himſelf, who cannot poſhbly be miſtaken; 
informs us in the holy. ſcriptures. Here we 
learn, that we have an immortal ſpirit within us 
bound for eternity; and that this ſhall be in- 
conceivably happy. with God, or completely 
miſerable with the devil, through everlaſting 
ages, and if ſo, then it is our wiſdom to make the 


ſalvation of our ſoul the grand concern of our life 
and to live in a ſtate of continual preparation to 


meet the I.ord whenſoever or howloever he may 
call us. We cannot but know from our own ob- 
ſervation, that it is appointed for all men once to 
die, and we are ſure that our time in this world 
is ſwiftly paſſing away ; that all created things 
however neceſſary, convenient, or comfortable 

they 


9 
they may be for us, yet as we have here no con- 
tinuing city, we cannot want theſe things long, 
and they all periſh in the uſing; the body itfelf 
which needs them, muſt ſoon go to the duſt from 
which it was taken, but the ſoul muſt live for- 
ever, therefore that man only may be ſaid to be 
truly wiſe, who is wiſe unto ſalvation, wiſe enough 
to ſecure a right and title to eternal life. How 
to ſecure this, we learn from the holy word of 
God, here he hath told us, that without holineſs 
we can never ſee his face, that if we die in our 
fins, where he is we never can come. But O 
humiliating truth ! he hath -alſo told us, that we 
have all ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of 
God; and therefore every mouth muſt be 
ſtopped and all the world ſtand guilty before God. 
Yes, from God's own word we learn, that man 
in his natural ſtate, is a blind, guilty, depraved - 
and helpleſs creature. This being duly conſider- 
ed, .how juſtly may we admire the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God, in providing an all-ſufficient re- 
medy for this dreadful diſeaſe. * He ſo loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son,“ that 
he might accomplith the work of our redemption, 
by his meritorious death and paſſion: That by 
ſhedding his blood once for all, he might procure 
pardon, and peace, and eternal redemption for a 
loſt and ruined world. He then is wiſe who 
clearly underſtands this grand myſtery, the deſign 
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9 
of God in ſending Chriſt into the world, and who 
makes it the one great buſineſs of his life to ex- 
perience in his own mind, the ineſtimable bene- 


fits which, in conſequence of the death of Chriſt, 


are freely offered unto him in the goſpel. And 
upon due conſideration we ſhall find, that theſe 
are exactly ſuited to that ſtate of mind into which 
{in hath brought us. Does an inſpired apoſtle bear 
witneſs, “that the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, that they are fooliſh- 
neſs unto him, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned ?” Jeſus our great 
Redeemer is ready to viſit all who wait for his 
appearing ; conſidered as the glorious day-ſpring 
from on high, and ſo to illuminate our dark be- 
nighted minds, by the bright beams of his Spirit; 
that we ſhall be made children of light and of the 
day. Here is the beginning of wiſdom, as we 
ſhall ſee the real ſtate of our own minds, and the 
neceſſity which lays upon us to ſecure that ſalva- 
tion which is ſo clearly revealed to us in the word 
of God. What mult 1 do to be ſaved, will he the 
language of our heart, and nothing under heaven 
will ſatisfy us, ſhort of that pearl of great price; 
which God in infinite mercy is ever ready to be- 
ſtow. 


Do we clearly ſee, and ſenſibly feel how deep- 
ly guilty we are in the fight of God, having vio» 
lated: 
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tated his holy law times without number? Then 
we muſt alſo ſee, the abſolute neceſſity of obtain- 
ing the pardoning mercy and love of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. How welcome then will the goſpel 
be to us, wherein it is declared, that through this 
man, (the man Chriſt Jeſus), is preached unto us 
the forgiveneſs of ſins, and by him all who believe 
are juſtified freely from all things, from which 
they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. 
So likewiſe Zacharias, the father of the holy Bap- 
tiſt, could declare, when the Holy Ghoſt came 
upon him (at the time that his extraordinary ſon. 
was ſolemnly dedicated to God), * Thou child 
{ſhalt he called the prophct of the Higheſt, for 
thou ſhall go before the face of the Lord to pre- 
pare his way, to give knowledge {of ſalvation to 
his people by the remiſſion of tins, through the 
tender mercy of our God, whereby the day-ſpring 
from on high hath viſited us.” To this bleſſed truth 
the church of England bears witneſs, in theſe very 
expreſſive words, © He pardoneth and abſolveth 
all them who truly repent, and unfeignedly be- 
lieve his holy goſpel.” If theſe things are fo, can 
that man be ſaid to be wiſe, who reſts ſatisfied 
without a pardon ſealed upon his heart, by the 
word and the Spirit of God, when it ſo evidently 
appears that this is the will of God in Chritt Jefus. 
concerning him? O no, there is no true ret for. 
a weary and heaven-laden finner, ſhort of that 

& from. 
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from all guilt and condemnation which Jeſus in- 
vites us to partake of; fo that we may have the 
bleſſed evidence of it in our own ſoul, even the 
peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
daily keeping our hearts and minds in the know- 
ledge and love of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Many of you can witneſs how faithtully, 
and zealouſly, our worthy friend who is now gone 
hence, from this very pulpit, publiſhed theſe glad 
tidings in the name of his great Maſter; and how 
ſtrongly he inſiſted upon it, that this is the privi- 
lege of every believer, and that no man can be in 
a ſafe ſtate (who fits under the ſound of the goſ- 
pel) and does not enjoy redemption in the blood 
of Chriſt, the forgiveneſs of his paſt fins. 


Are our minds, as well as our conſciences de- 
filed with fin? O yes, we may all join iflue with 
the Pſalmiſt, where he ſays, © Behuld I was ſhapen 
in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive 
me.” Or, with the holy apoſtle we may con- 
feſs, That the law of God is ſpiritual, that 
every commandment is holy, and juſt, and good, 
but alas, we are all carnal, and ſold under fin.”? 
Sin hath ſpread its poiſonous nature throughout 
all the powers of our ſouls, ſo that the whole head 
1s ſick, and the whole heart faint; and therefore 
in our preſent ſtate we cannot ſerve God accept- 
ably, for our carnal mind is enmity with God, it 
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is not ſubject to his law, neither indeed can it be. 
Hence, ſaith the apoſtle, ** They who are in the 
fleth cannot pleaſe God.” Here, if eycr we have 
reaſon to admire the wiſdom and love of God, in 
providing that grace for us, which hath in all ages 
of the church been found by the faithful, to be an 
effectual cure for this ſore diſeaſe. Our bleſſed 3 
Lord before he left his diſciples, promiſed to ſend 5 
them another Comforter who ſhould abide in his 2 
church for ever; and we learn that this holy 
Comforter, is freely given to every believer ; for, 
faith the apoſtle, © If any man hath not the Spirit 
of Chriſt, he is none of his.” And again,“ The 
love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto us.“ Once 
more, „After the loving kindneſs of God our Sa- 
viour towards mankind appeared, not by works 
of righteouſneſs which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his own mercy he ſaved us, by the waſh- I: 
ing of regeneration and by the renewing of the . 
Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour,” How exactly | 
hath the church of England copied the holy ſcrip- A 
tures in this particular, Therefore let us be- | 
ſeech him to grant us true repentance and his 
Holy Spirit, that theſe things may pleaſe him 
which we do at this preſent, and that the reſt of 
our life hereafter may be pure and holy, ſo that at 


the laſt we may come to his eternal joy, through 
Jeſus 
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13 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord.” That is, let us devoutly 
pray that God may grant us true repentance, for 
he hath exalted his Son Jeſus to his own right-hand 
for this very purpoſe, that he may give repentance 
and remiſſion of fins unto Ifrael; and that he 
would alſo give us his Holy Spirit, ſo that thoſe 
things may pleaſe him which we do at this preſent; 
that is, that we may worſhip God who is a Spirit, 
in ſpirit and in truth, or in the beauty of holineſs, 
according to his word: And that the reſt of 
our life hereafter may be pure and holy, that be- 
ing renewed in the ſpirit of our mind by the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, our life and converſation may 
bear witneſs of the change which God hath 
wrought ; all old things being paſſed away, and 
all things become new, ſo that at the laſt we may 
come to his eternal joy, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord ; that being, by divine grace, made meet 
for the inheritance of the ſaints in light, an enter- 
ance may be adminiſtered unto us abundantly into 
the everlaſting kingdom of God. So likewiſe the 
church teaches us to pray, That the Lord would 


> cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts, by the inſpira- 


tion of his Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love him, and worthily magnify his holy name.” 


Fo true it is, that the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus in 
all ages, have experienced the ſanctify ing power 
of the Holy Ghoſt in their own minds, well 


* knowing that the deſign of our Lord in all that he 
did and ſuffered for us was, not only to reſtore us 
to the favour, but alſo to the image of God, to 


B. ſanctify 
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ſanctify us throughout body, ſoul, and ſpirit. 
Many of you who are here preſent can teſtify, 
how eminently qualified our deceaſed Friend was 
for explaining this grand truth. With what holy 
zeal, with what a divine pathos, with what enlarg- 
ment of heart have you heard him declare the 
whole counſel of God upon this head ; the entire 
ſanctification of the whole ſoul. It was his de- 
light to dwell upon the deep things of God, to 
ſhew the believer the way into the kolieſt of all, 
and to urge him with all poſſible carneſtneſs, to 
preſs towards this mark, ſo as to attain the prize 
of his high and holy calling. His chief excellency 
lay in offering a free, full, and a preſent ſalvation 
in the name of the Lord, to every believer, and in 
proving from the expreſs word of God, that this 1s 
his will in Chriſt Jeſus concerning us: That al- 
though the law made nothing perfe&, yet the 
bringing in of a better hope did, ſo that under the 
goſpel diſpenſation, we may be ſaved to the utter- 
moſt, through faith in our bleſſed Redeemer, 


If ſuch is the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus towards 
us, that he calleth us to enjoy a clear ſenſe of his fa- 
vour, and to experience his peace, as a witneſs of 
It in our mind. If he will adopt us into his family, 
and grant us his grace and Holy Spirit ; if, in con- 
fequence of this, we are made heirs of God and 
joint-heirs with Chriſt, ſo that it may be ſaid of us, 


« Ye are no more ſtrangers and foreigners, but 


ſellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſe- 
Wo hold 


, 
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hold and family of God;” yea, that © all things 
are yours whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or things preſent, 
or things to come, all are yours, for ye are Chriſt's, 
and Chriſt is God's.“ If we are called to an ex- 
perimental knowledge of God, and to enjoy com- 
munion with him, to walk in the light of his coun- 
tenance, and to ſay upon good ground with the 
lioly prophet, The Lord is my portion, faith my 
foul, my heart hath truſted in him:” Then we 
may with all the reaſon in the world conclude, 
that the man is wiſe indeed, who through the 
whole courſe of his life pays a ſacred regard to 
theſe things, and lives in the enjoyment of them. 


We now come to confider the ſecond character. 
The man who is made the happy inſtrument in 
the hand of God of turning many to righteouſ- 
neſs. Here I wiſh to be underſtood, by a per- 
{on's being turned to righteouſneſs, I mean, not 
only that an outward reformation has taken place 
in his life and converſation; but that a real 
change is wrought in his heart, ſo that he happi- 
ly experiences the goſpel of Chriſt to be the 
power of God unto ſalvation to his own ſoul, 
and can bear witneſs to the truth of the 
apoſtle's words,“ If any man be in Chriſt he is 
a new creature, all old things are paſſed away, 
and all things are become new;” So that 
being renewed in the ſpirit of this mind, and 
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made inwardly holy, the whole of his out- 
ward deportment ſhall correſpond with the ſtate 
of his mind, andthe man ſhall bring forth fruit unto- 
holineſs, and his end ſhall be eternal life. Hence 
it will appear that as the Phariſee, falls ſhort of 
the power of godlineſs, ſo does he who turns the 
grace of God into licentiouſneſs, and does not 
adorn the goſpel by walking in all outwaad holi- 
neſs, though he profeſſes to know or love Chriſt, 
it is certain that in works he denies him, and 
Chriſt will as certainly deny him at the laſt 
day. And here we muſt conclude that this high- 
ly honoured ſervant of God, who is made the 
initrument of turning many to righteouſneſs, not 
only clearly underſtands and cordially believes, 
but alſo experiences all that hath been before 
mentioned, in his own mind ; as every preacher 
of the goſpel muſt not only be a miniſter, but alſo 
a witneſs of the truth, as it is written,“ We have 
believed and therefore we ſyeak;” or with the be- 
loved ciſciple, „That which we have ſeen and 
heard declare we unto you.” But a miniſter of 
Chriſt mult alſo be enriched with ſpiritual gifts as 
well as with grace, Jeſus.Chriſt, who we alljoyfully 
confeſs to be the head of his church, and who 
only hath the right to ſend forth labourers into 
his vineyard ; having the reſidue of the Spirit 
in his hand, will not ſend his ſervants a warfare 
at their own coſt, but will duly qualify them for 
their work. The gifts of the Spirit are many and 
various, and he imparts them in what degree- 
in 


17 
in infinite wiſdom he ſeeth good, to thoſe whom 
he calleth to act in a public character in his church. 
| It is true, all are not qualified in the ſame degree, 
I nor are any of them ſo fully qualified for their 
work at their firſt entrance upon it, as they will 
be if they are found faithful; as it is well knowre 
that gifts as well as grace may, and ought to be 
greatly improved, and therefore every ' miniſter 
ought to ſpend much time in reading, medita- 
tion and prayer, in order to improve the talents 
which the Lord hath committed unto him. But 
as every good and perfect gift is communicated 
by the Lord,. ſo likewife the ſucceſs of all our la- 
bours depends upon the preſence of God with us, 
and his bleſſings upon the means we make ule 
of for promoting his glory, in the falvation of 
precious ſouls. Paul my plant, and Apollos wa- 
ter, but it is God who giveth the increaſe,” 
Hence faith the apoſtle: * Our goſpel came not 
1 unto you in word only, but allo in power and in 
, the Holy Ghoſt and in much aflurance,” and it 
is then, and only then, that the word of God 
hath the defired effect upon the minds of thoſe 
who hear it. How encouraging 1s that bleſſed 
word of our Lord to all his faithful miniſters, 
And lo I am with you always even unto the 
end of the world.” This gracious declaration 
ſhould be conſtantly, pleaded before the throne 
of grace in ſolemn prayer, and we ſhould carry 
it into the pulpit with us, earneſtly deſiring that 
=o 3.3 me- 
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the Lord would make it good both to us and the 
people who attend upon our miniſtry. 


In the preſent age the great Head of the 
church hath not only given a variety of ſpiri— 
tual gifts to his minitters, but there is as great 
variety among the minitters themielves ; perhaps 
there never was an age in which the Lord ſo great- 
ly condeſcended to the curioſity of mankind, in 
order to {ave and bleſs them, as he hath done in 
the preſent. He hath raiſed up all ſorts of inſtru— 
ments, men of almoſt every deſcription, and 
tent them forth to labour in his vineyard. It is 
matter of great thanktuineſs, that there is ſuch 
an increafing degree of ſpiritual light in the eſtab- 
liſhed chuich, and that there are ſo many who bear 
a faithful teſtimony to the truth there. There 
are not a few truly pious and lively miniſters of 
Chriſt among other religious ſocieties, and the 
Lord hath fent many others into the highways 
and hedges to compel poor wandering finners to 
come in that his houſe may be filled : And highly 
honourcd of God they ſurely are, who are made 
the happy inſtruments in his hand, of turning 
many to righteouſneſs: He will not ſuffer us to 


labour in vain, or to ſpend our ſtrength for nought | 


but will attend our endeavours with ſome de- 
gree of ſucceſs; and as we know, that without 
him we can do nothing to any good purpoſe, how 


fervently ſhould we pray, that he may render 
our 
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q our miniſtry effectual that we may rejoice in our 


47 


f 
4 


labour, ſeeing it to be attended with the wiſhed 
for ſucceſs. 


This brings us to the ſecond part of our text, 


the reward promiſed to thoſe whole character 


we have been endeavouring to defcribe. They 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament, and they that have turned many to 
righteouſneſs as the ſtars for ever and ever. 1, 
The righteous ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament. Now the firmament is enlightened 
by the ſtars, and the ſtars by the ſun. So likewiſe 
the righteous have been enlightened by the inſtru— 


mentality of miniſters, and miniſters themſelves 


by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and as the ſun in the 
firmament is, under God, the Fountain of all 
natural light, ſo the holy Jeſus, the glorious Sun 
of righteouſneſs, is the fountain of all ſpiritual 
light. When the beloved diſciple was privileged 
to ſee the Lord Jeſus in his ſtate of exaltation, 
he ſaw him with ſeven ſtars in his right-hand ; 
and theſe we are told were the angels of the ſeven 
churches, How truly comfortable a confſidera- 
tion is this to a faithful minifcer, that he is held 
in the right-hand of his glorified Lord and Maſter, 


From this paſſage of ſcripture, as well as from 
the words of the apoſtle : where he ſays * that 
as one ſtar differeth from another ſtar in glory, fo 
alſo is the reſurrection of the dead;*” we learn, 
that there are different degrees in glory. There 

18 


20 
is one glory of the ſun, another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the ſtars, and as theſe 
luminaries exceed one another in brightneſs, ſo 
{hall the righteous ſhine in the kingdom of their 
heavenly Father, and riſe one above another; 
tor the Lord will reward every one according 
to his works. Yet every one ſhall be completely 

happy, as happy as they are capable of being, 
But who can ſuppoſe that a child dying in infancy, 
will be capable of that degree of Heavenly felici- 
ty, which a full grown chriſtian will be bleſt with ; 
or that one wiv is ſcarcely ſaved, or ſaved, as the 
apoſtle ſays, as by fire, ſhall be as highly exalt- 
ed in heaven, as he who for many years walked 
cloſely. with God, and was found faithful even 
unto death. But the diligent, zealous, fruitful mi- 
niſter ſhall exceed the private chriſtian, he ſhall 
ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever. And may 
not this be eaſily accounted for? Will not every 
happy ſoul which he will meet with in heaven, 
that he hath been the inſtrument of bringing 
there, naturally heighten his happineſs? For as it 
will be matter of eternal praiſe to God, who fo 
highly honoured him, as to crown his labour of 
love with ſuch ſucceſs, ſo will the ſouls he hath 
gained to Chriſt by his miniſtry, for ever praiſe 
God on his account, and will be his crown of re- 
Joicing through everlaſting ages. The holy 
apoſtle praiſed the Lord while here below, that 
he had accounted him faithful in putting him into 
the miniſtry, but how much more abundantly does 
he 
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he now praiſe the Lord, in heaven, on the ſame 
account. And I make no doubt but all this has 
been realized to our happy brother lately gone 
hence, and that ere this time, he has met with 
many glorified ſpirits who have welcomed him to 
| thoſe peaceful regions, whom he was the inſtrument 
in the hand of God of bringing thither, and O; 
7 how dothey now rejoice and triumph together | 


But wherein does the happineſs of glorified 
ſpirits conſiſt? We are told „that they are before 
the throne of God, and ſerve him a day without 

night in his temple.” Their employment, or at 
the leaſt, a conſiderable part of it, conſiſts in ſing- 
ing praiſes to God and the Lamb, who was ſlain and 
who redeemed them to God by his precious 
blood : And as they ſtand in the preſence, and 
live in the full enjoyment of God, as they ſee him 
cye to eye in his temple, their happineſs muſt 
be altogether pure and ſpiritual. May we not 
then form ſome faint idea of its nature, from what 
we experience of the mercy and love of God. 
while we are here below? Let us endeavour to 
recolle& how our minds were affected when we 
had the moſt lively ſenſe of the preſence of God 
with us. When we had the cleareſt views of 
our intereſt in Chriſt, and the higheſt degree of 
the peace of God in our conſcience, When the 
light of God's countenance ſhone the brigheſt 


upon our happy ſouls, and when we —— 
| tue 
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the largeſt meaſure of the love of God in our 
hearts. Did we not then fit under his ſhadow 
with heavenly delight? Did not our ſouls over- 
flow with! holy, pleaſure, with ſerious, ſacred, ſo— 
lemn, joy? Was not the kingdom of heaven 
opened in our minds? And did we not fing with 
pious Dr. Watts, 


My willing soul would stay 
In such a state as this, 

Would sit and sing berselt away, 
To everlasting bliss. 


Then let us carry our ideas to heaven, and 
conſider ourſelves as placed with -loritied ſpirits, 
before the throne of God; bleſt with the clear- 
elt manifeſtation of his love, ſo that not the tha- 
dow of a doubt can remain in our minds. Filled 
with inconceivable peace, and with inexpreſſible 
Joy in God our Saviour. The light of his coun- 
tenance thines upon us with reſplendant bright» 
nets, not through the medium of faith, we n 
longer ſee through this glaſs darkly, but weise 

him, whom unſeen we loved, without a veil be- 
tween. How happy muſt we then be, in the full 
and eternal enjoyment of the infinitely glorious 
God! Add to this that we now meet with Abra» 
ham, Ifaac and jacob and all the ancient pami— 
archs. With Moſes, Samuel, David, and all 
the holy prophets. With Paul, Peter, James. and 
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John, and all che bleſſed apoſtles. Wich all the 
martyrs and confeſſors of the Lord Jeſus, who in 
their ſeveral generations have ſuffered for his 
ſake ; and we hall be members of this holy ſo— 
ciety for ever, and what degree of uni.nown hap- 
pineſs will ariſe from hence, is not for me to ſay: 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor hath our ears heard 
what good things the Lord hath prepared for 
them who love him. Here allo we ſhall meet 
with our chriſtian friends, who were inexprefſh- 
bly dear to us, while here below, and we ſhall 
again find our deareſt relations whouſe loſs we 
ſo deeply mourned, when they were taken from 
us. Here the huſband mects with his beloved 
wife, and The wife meets with her head, and great- 
ly lamented huſband, over whom ſhe had ſhed 
thouſand of tears, and for the loſs of whom ſhe 
had paſſed many a ſorrowful hour: Theſe kind- 
red ſouls meet again to part no more for ever. And 
although in heaven they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God, vet 
nevertheleſs, Iam perſuaded this ſacred revelation 
between thoſe whom God himſelf had made one, 
ſhall never be diſſolved, but they ſhall be in- 
conceivably endeared to cach other for ever. 
Here the parents meet with their beloved chil- 
Oren, for whoſe ſalvation they had offered ſo ma- 
ny prayers and tears, and whom they had ſo dili- 
gently endeavoured to train up in the inflruc- 
tion and diſcipline of the Lord. And O hap- 


BY highly fayoured parents who in that day 


may 
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may ſtand before the throne of God, and ſay to 
the honour and praiſe of his name, Lo, here we 
are, O Lord, and all the children which thou haſt 
graciouſly given us. Here then they drink of 
thoſe rivers of pleaſure which flows from the 
throne of God, and ſing one everlaſting ſong of 
praiſe to his ſacred name. But alas, all I can ſay 
concerning the happineſs of heaven, falls infi- 
nitely ſhort of it, if our happy brother was per- 
mitted to come down and to addreſs you for a 
ſingle hour upon this delightful ſubje&, he would 
tell you ten thouſand times more concerning 
it, then I am able to do, but as this cannot be, we 
muſt be contented with the account God hath fa- 
voured us with in his word. 


The Lord is calling home his faithful ſervants, 
and we now juſtly lament the loſs of one, who 
for many years was eminently uſeful in his hand; 
one who had borne the burthen and heat of the 
day, and in the exerciſe of thoſe gifts, and that 
grace with which he was favoured, had for many 
years honoured the God of his ſalvation. Con- 
ſidered as a man, he might properly be ſaid to 
have ud a great mind. He was bleſſed with a 
remarkably ſtrong natural underſtanding, which 
he had greatly improved by ſtudying men and 
things, more than books, except God's own 


book; here he was well read, here he deeply 


meditated, and treaſured up the ſacred word in 
. his 
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his heart. By cloſe thinking, I will venture to ſay, 
that he had gained as perfect a knowledge of the 
human heart, whether conſidered in its fallen de- 
generate ſtate, or as renewed by grace, as almoſt 
any one man ever did. He had certainly ac- 
quired a very large ſhare of what is properly 
called common ſenſe, which of all others, is the 
moſt uſeful. Hereby he was well qualified to 
enter into all the important affairs of the church, 
and to order and ſettle them with great judgment, 
as well as to manage all the common affairs of 
life, however difficult. It is well known by very 
many, that his knowledge of whatſoever con- 
cerned the good either of religious or civil fociety, 
was excecdingly extenſive, and accordingly he 
was very frequently employed in the moſt diffi- 
cult affairs, which from time to time occured in 
our Connection. Conſidered as a chriſtian his 
experience was deep and clear. He had been 
brought under divine impreſhons early in life, 
and had experienced a clear ſenſe of the love of 
God to his own ſoul, for about forty-five years; 
and for ſome time, had good reaſon to believe that 
the Lord had taken full poſſeſſion of his heart, 
ſo that he enjoyed conſtant communion with him, 
Conſidered as a friend he was remarkably faith. 
ful, and not given to change. Here I may ſpeak 
from my gown knowledge, having been exceed. 
ingly intimate with him for more than thirty 
years, I have ſet a very high value upon 
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his friendſhip, as I could entirely confide in him, 
and as he was ſo well acquainted with all our af- 
fairs, his advice and council was often very uſe- 
ful. He was ever ready to afliſt in the moſt diff. 
cult caſes, any one who defired his help; and a 
perſon could hardly oblige him more then to em- 
ploy him in ſome exceedingly intricate piece of 
buſineſs ; he would chearfully undertake it, F the 
cauſe was honeſt and good, and he would go 
through with it, if it were poſſible to be done; 
ſuch was his deſire to ferve the intereſts of his 
fellow-creatures. It we conſider him cither as a 
huſband or a father, he was remarkably tender- 
hearted, affectionate, and kind. Few men, I am 
inclined to think, ever filled up theſe important 
ſtations in a more chriſtian-like manner than he 
did; thoſe who ſtood in this relation to him will, 
I truſt, have eternal cauſe to praife God on this 
account. But when we view him as a Mi. 


niſter, he ſurely was a burning and a ſhining 


light, the Lord had enriched him with extraordi- 
nary ſpiritual gifts, and had fitted him for great 
uſefulneſs in his church, His knowledge of the 
ſacred ſcripturcs was very extenſive, his judgment 
was ſound and exceeding clear, his apprehenſion 
was quick, and his memory remarkably retentive, 
ſo that what he read, he made his own. He 
was bleſt with a high degree of holy zeal for 
the honour of God in the ſalvation of precious 
ſouls, ſo that for forty-three years he laboured in 


the vineyard of the Lord as an Itinerant. At his 
firſt 
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firſt entrance upon this work he endured violent 
preſecution, but he did not account life itſelf 
dear to him, where the glory of God was concern- 
ed. He boldly looked the enemies of God in 
the face, and endured all ſorts of hardſhip, tra- 
velling long journeys ia all ſorts of weather, 
preaching three, four, or ſometimes five times a 
day, with all his might, ſo that, be wore out an 
tron conſtitution in the ſervice of a good Maſter. 
I bclieve I ſhall never forget how my mind was 
affected the firſt time I heard him, which was in 
the year 1759, at Clifford, in Yorkſhire. Here 
he met with that man_of God, the late Dr. 
Hoſmer, who preached a moſt lively ſermon, and 
our deceaſed friend gave us an excellent exhorta- 
tion afterwards. The holy fire which then burn- 
ed in his breaſt, was very diſcernible, and the 
happy effects of it were ſenſibly felt by thoſe who 
heard him. It was ſcarcely poſſible to withſtand 
the authority with which he ſpoke, Never in 
the whole courſe of my life (till then) had I 
felt my mind ſo ſtrangely affected. I might ſay, 
with the greateſt degree of truth, that my heart 
burnt within me while he was ſpeaking to us in 
the name of the Lord. He generally preached 
with a good degree of holy fervor, of divine ani- 
mation; and often was favoured with great free - 
dom of mind and enlargement of heart, both in 
prayer and preaching, and his labours in the 
goſpel have been attended with great ſucceſs, 
C 2 o 
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ſo that he has been an inſtrument in the hand of 
God of turning many to righteouſneſs, as well as 
of building up the ſaints in their moit holy faith. 
It may juſtly be ſaid of him, as of the apoſtle 
Paul, „In labours more abundant,” for in this 
reſpect he exceeded all his brethren, ſo that we 
may well ſay, A prince and a great man is fal- 
len in our Iſrael.” How powerfully have I 
heard this man of God plead in prayer, and Ja- 
cob like, wreſtle with the Lord for a preſent 
bleſſing upon the church of God. I have known 
| the ſpirit of faith and prayer, the ſpirit of power 
and love reſt upon him in an eminent manner, 
aSif he had beenin the immediate preſence of God, 


he would aſk of him with confidence, all the bleſ- 
fings promiſed in his holy word both for himſelf 


and the people; And to my knowledge, he 
ſpent much time ſecret before the throne of 
grace, wherein no doubt, he was often favoured 
with the preſence of the God he worſhipped, 


For ſeveral years paſt, his health began to de- 
cline, and it pleaſed God to viſit him with a very 
painful diſorder in his breaſt, which ſeemed to 
bafffe the {kill of the ableſt phyſicians, and to dety 
the power of medicine. He ſtruggled long with 
this complaint, but notwithſtanding his natural 
courage and greatneſs of mind, the diforder in- 
creaſed upon him to that degree, that nature ſunk 
beneath the weight of it, and he was long confined 
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29 
to his room and tlien to his bed, where he ſuffered 
the moſt excruciating pain for many months. 
The Lord his Godwas with him in the fiery trial, 


and did not ſuffer his faithful ſervant to faint in 


this day of adverſity, but gave him ſtrength accord- 
ing to his day, ſo that he not only bore this 
heavy affliction with unbroken patience, but he 
was alſo enabled greatly to rejoice in the God of 
his ſalvation. 


* 


A pious friend who was much with him, gives 
the following account of the Lord's dealings with 
him towards the cloſe of his life. | 


On Saturday, Auguſt 16, he ſaid, What I told 
you when you firſt viſited me after I came to 
York, I ftill feel to be a truth, via. I have no 
where to look, nor any thing elſe to depend upon 
for ſalvation, but Chriſt, and my confidence in 
him, is firm as a rock.” „ My faith has fre- 
quently been aſſaulted during my affliction, in an 
unuſual manner, but it has never ſhrunk in the 
leaſt degree. I feel a bleſſed evidence of my ac- 
ceptance, and a facred ſenſe of the preſence of 
God being with me always. I have thought that 
ſome of my friends who have viſited me, may 
have miſtaken my ſtate of mind, as it has fre- 
quently happened, that I have not been able to 
{peak much to them; but tell Richard Birdſall, 
tell William Blackburne, and tell eyery body, 
C3 that 


30 


that this is my real ſtate.” On another occaſion 
he ſaid, © How comfortable are theſe words: He 
that cometh unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
God ſo loved us that he gave his Son to be a pro- 
pitiation for our fins. There is no other name, 
no other Redeemer, on him my ſoul relies. Mine 


is a hope of more than forty years, it cannot eaſily 
be ſhaken.” 


On Monday 18, being in extreme anguiſh, he 
ſaid, © I long to be gone, I long to be gone, but I 
am happy in God ;” and he deſired me to pray 
for his diſmiſſion. I ſaid, that this could only be 
aſked with ſubmiſſion to the will of God. He 
ſweetly and reverently replied, © With great ſub- 
miſſion, with great ſubmiſſion.” After pauſing a 
while, he ſaid, * I am happy in Jeſus, but my ſuf- 
ferings are great. 


« Rivers of life divine I see, 
And trees of paradise.“ 


4 let ms be there ; I'll be there, there, there. 
O that it might be this night ! O hide me among 
theſe trees! Here may I have an abiding place. 


% *Tis there with the lambs of thy flock, 
There only I covet to rest. 


« But if I may not have the privilege, the happi- 
neſs, the honour of being with thee this night, 
may 
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may I be. refigned to thy will. O that exerciſe of 
praiſe and thankſgiving ! It has been the delight 
of my ſoul, my chief exerciſe upon earth. I have 
loved thy word, thy law, and thy people, and 1 
love them ſtill. 


« Let it not my Lord displease, 
That I would die to be his guest.“ 


Jeſus anſwers, Thou art all fair, my love, 
there is no ſpot in thee. Ariſe, my love, my fair 
one and come away ; Jeſus hath made me all 
fair.” Again, when in extreme pain and anguiſh, 
as his complicated affliftions racked his body in 
the bigheſt degree, and bowed down his natural- 
ſtrong ſpirit, with the heavieſt depreſſion, he moſt 
ly affectingly cried out, © O God, my heart is 
broken within me ; why are thy chariot-wheels 
ſo long in coming. Lord grant me patience.” 
And then, as if his prayer was immediately an- 
{wered, calmly ſaid,— 


« To patient faith the priae is sure, 
« And all who to the end endure 
The cross, shall wear the crown.“ 


On Wedneſday 20, after a night of inexpreſſible 
ſuffering, he was compoſed and ſlumbered a little. 
When he awoke, he ſeemed ſurpriſed to find him- 
ſelf ſtill in the body; and ſaid, Why did you 
call me back ? I have been in paradiſe. As ſure- 


ly 
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iy as I ſhall go there again, I have been in heaven 
this morning.” Then after taking leave of, and 
giving his dying advice to his family, he turned to 
Mrs. Mather and ſaid, As for you, my dear, I 
can ſay nothing to you that I have not ſaid al- 
ready; but pointing to the bible, he ſaid, That 
book is yours, and the Author of it.” In this 
night, among many other pious ejaculations, I 
heard him ſay, „O Jeſus, whom I have loved, 
whom I do love, in whom I delight, I ſurrender 
myſelf unto thee.” This was a night of peculiar 
affliction, which he bore with the utmoſt degree 
of chriftian patience. 


On Friday 22, about two hours before he died, 
and nearly the laſt words he ſpoke, he ſaid, «I 
now know that I have not ſought thee in vain, I 
have not, I have not.“ And afterwards, © O thou 
that cauſed light to ſhine out of darkneſs,ſhine upon 
my ſoul with the light of the knowledge of the 
Son of God ; that name above every name for ever 
dear; it diſpels all my fears. O proclaim, pro- 
claim Jeſus. Tell me, ſhall I be with him this 
night?” On being anſwered, Yes, there is no 
doubt of it, he creid out, He whom I have ſerved 
for near fifty years will not forſake me now. Glory 
be to God and the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen, 
Amen, Amen.” 


Soon after this his yoice failed, and he ſaid but 
little 
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little that could be underſtood ; but by the motion 
of his lips, he appeared engaged 1 in filent ejacula- 
tions, till ſeeming to fall into a ſweet ſlumber, he 
filently and almoſt imperceptibly, breathed his 
ſoul into the hands of his bleſſed Redeemer 
whom he had moſt ardently loved, and faithfully 
ſerved for near fifty years, about four o'clock 
in the afternoon, in the 67th year of his age, and 
in the 43d of his itinerancy. 


” Thus died Alexander Mather, a father in our 
Il ſrael, a wiſe maſter-builder in the church of 
- God, a workman in the Lord's vineyard that had 

no caule to be aſhamed, 

3 I had the mournful ſatisfaction to ſee my high- 


ly eſteemed friend a few weeks before he died. 
= To find him ſo reduced and emaciated, was very 
affecting indeed; and, along with Mr. Benſon, we 
for the laſt time, wept and prayed together. He 
© then ſaid to us, I am fully ſatisfied with the 
part I have ated among you. I have always had 
the ſame end in view : 1 have uniformly deſigned 
the glory of God and the good of our Connection. 
l may have been miſtaken ſometimes, but my 
eye hasalways been ſingle. I now ſee as I never 

taw before, in the whole courſe of my life, the 
| abſolute neceſſity of a Mediator between God and 
man, and [ ſee that there is an inexpreſſible con- 

nection between living faith in him, and holineſs 
both 
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both of heart and life.” He added, © After many 
hard ſtrüggles, I have been obliged to give up all 
concern for the Connection.“ But in this he cer- 
tainly was miſtaken, as it was evident enough, that 
his heart was {till engaged for our good, and ſaid 
many things to us in the confidence of friendſhip, 
reſpecting our affairs. 


The death of this great man brings to my re- 
membrance part of thoſe beautiful and deeply af- 
fecting lines which the pious Dr. Watts wrote 


upon the death of his friend Dr. Gouge, which, 


altering the name, might be applied to Mr. Ma- 
ther : 


Mather, to dust! how doleful is the sound! 
How vast the stroke is! and how wide the wound! 
Yes, 'tis a vast uncommon death, 
Yes, 'tis a wound unmeasurably wide; 
No vu'gar mortal died 
When he resign'd his breath, 
The muse that mourns a nation's fall, 
Should wait at Mather's funeral, 
Should mingle majesty and groans 
Such as she sings to sinking thrones ; 
And in deep sounding numbers tell, 
How Sion trembl'd when this pillar fell, 
Sion grows weak an1 England poor, 
Nature herself with all her store, 
Can furnish such a pomp for death no more, 
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The loſs of ſuch great, good, and eminently 
uſeful men muſt be ſenſibly felt by the church of 
God, but as we know that the government is upon 
our Lord's ſhoulder, and that the reſidue of the 
ſpirit is with him, while we juſtly lament the loſs 
of one faithful labourer, we ſhould earneſtly pray 
that the Lord would raiſe up another to fill up his 
ſtation in the church. 'This we well know he can 
ſpeedily do; no work is impoſſible with him; 
he hath all power in his hand both in heaven 
and on earth. And let us who are ſtill ſpared a 
little longer, labour with all poſſible diligence in 
promoting the glory of God in the ſalvation of 
fouls, and he who ſo graciouſly ſupported and com- 
fortèd our dear brother under his heavy affliction, 
and inthe hour of death; when we come to be in 
the ſame ſituation, will mercifully comfort and ſup- 
port us alſo; and we ſhall hnith our courſe with joy. 
And ſurely it is worth living, yea aad labouring 


for alſo, to be favoured in our lateſt moments with 


that lively ſenſe of the preſence of God with 
us, and the power of his Spirit comforting and 
{upporting us, which our highly eſteemed friend 
was favoured with: And to die into the arms of 
Jeſus, with ſo bright a proſpe& of eternal glory, 
as through the infinite mercy and love of God he 


enjoyed. O my highly eſteemed brethren, how 


many of our fathers, and elders in the church of 
God have already finiſhed their courſe upon earth. 
And in how glorious, in how triumphant a man- 

ner ! 
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ner! How wonderfully have we known them 
ſupported and comforted ! How have they bore 
witneſs to the power and goodneſs, the truth and 
faithfulneſs of the bleſſed God, when vupon the 
very brink of death ! What a glorious teſtimony 
have they left behind them of the love of God 
and the power of his grace! How deeply af- 
fecting are the words of the prophet Zechariah : 
_« Your fathers, where are they? And the pro- 
phets, do they live for ever? O no, the holicſt 
and the moit uſeful of men die: but they 
only die to live with God for ever.” How ſhould 
the conſideration of theſe things animate, quicken, 
and encourage us, to labour with our might in the 
great work in which we are engaged, ſo ſhall'we 
ſoon mect our happy triends and fellow-ſoldiers 
who are gone before us, in the houſe of our Fa- 
ther, all glorious and completely happy, and with 
them and all the redeemed, ſing everlaſting 
praiſes to God and the Lamb. 


There all the ship's company meet, 
Who sail'd with the Saviour beneath, 
With shoutings cach other they greet, 
And triumph v'er sorrow. and death; 
The voyage of life's at an end, | 
The painful affliction is past, 
The age that in heaven they spend, 
For ever and ever, shall last. 
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